Records identified through
database searching until April
2013 (n=1541)

Excluded by abstract (n=1361)

Excluded per inclusion criteria
(n=82)

Reason for exclusion:
Treatment duration < 3 weeks (n=37)
Pain not primary outcome (n=11)
Pain notinclusion criteria (n=8)
Study notrandomized (n=4)
Secondary publication (n=3)
Study not double-blind (n=3)
Other (n=16)

Records identified from
previous systematic reviews
(n=63) and from references of
retrieved studies (n=30)

l l

Records screened (n=1634)

i

Full-text articles assessed for
eligibility (n=273)

l

Published articles included (n=191)
(178 placebo-controlled, 6 enriched-enrolliment, 7
non-placebo controlled comparisonstudies)

Included unpublished trials from approved
registries after duplicates removed (n=21)

l

(21 placebo-contralled)

Included articles from free text database
and registries search April-December 2014

after duplicates removed (n=17)
(5 published, 12 unpublished)

Included in quantitative synthesis (n=212)

Included published trials from free text
search in PubMed Febr 26, 2016 (n=22)

Included in review (n=229)
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Included in total (n=251)




