Appendix 1 – Search queries

Pubmed (Medline since 1983)

("ataxia"[Mesh] OR "Cerebellar Ataxia"[All Fields] OR "Hereditary Ataxia"[All Fields] OR "Spinocerebellar Degenerations"[All Fields] OR "Spastic Paraplegia, Hereditary"[Mesh] OR "Spastic Paraplegia"[All Fields] OR "Strumpell-Lorrain"[All Fields]) AND (Epidemiology OR Prevalence)

Scopus (since 1983)

TITLE-ABS-KEY(("Cerebellar Ataxia" OR "Spinocerebellar Ataxia" OR "Spinocerebellar Degeneration" OR "Hereditary Ataxia" OR "Spastic Paraplegia" OR "Strumpell-Lorrain") AND (epidemiology OR prevalence)) AND PUBYEAR > 1982

Web of Science (since 1983)

(TS="spinocerebellar ataxia" OR TS="cerebellar ataxia" OR TS="spinocerebellar degenerations" OR TS="ataxia" OR TS="spastic paraplegia" OR TS="Strumpell-Lorrain" OR TI="spinocerebellar ataxia" OR TI="cerebellar ataxia" OR TI="spinocerebellar degenerations" OR TI="ataxia" OR TI="spastic paraplegia" OR TI="Strumpell-Lorrain" ) AND (TS="epidemiology" OR TS="prevalence" OR TI="epidemiology" OR TI="prevalence" OR SO="epidemiology")

Appendix 2 – Methodological parameters assessed

1. Study design.

2. Study population, geographical area and time period. 

3. Number of patients and reported prevalence.

4. Groups included in the study (AD-HCA, AR-HCA, AD-HSP and/or AR-HSP)

5. Patients’ ascertainment sources and strategies. 

6. Inclusion of patients:

a. Definition of inclusion criteria

b. Exclusion of patients based on particular criteria (late-onset, complex phenotype, etc.)

c. Assessment of inclusion criteria (by team neurologists, based on referring doctor, based on database coding, etc.)

d. Strategy for handling idiopathic isolated cases. 

7. Classification of patients

a. Criteria for patient classification.

b. Assessment of classification criteria (by team neurologists, by genetic results, based on referring doctor, based on database coding, etc.)

c. Frequency of unclassified patients.

8. Extent of genetic testing and clinical investigations for reaching a precise diagnosis.

9. Perceived study limitations.
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