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Problem:		traditional	standardization

• Metadata?	Easy,	we	use	XYZ	standard… not	really
• Change	by	committee	is	ugly,	costly,	and	slow
• Example:	Dublin	Core,	15	cross-domain	terms
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An	alternate	metadata	universe

• Vision:	one	dictionary,	one	namespace
• All	research	domains,	any	part	of	“metadata	speech”
• Names,	values,	units,	relationships,	...	
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YAMZ.net (Yet	Another	Metadata	Zoo)
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Crowdsourced,	but	with	voting
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vernacular
canonical
deprecated

3	classes	
of	term

ç all	terms	are	born	here
ç these	don’t	evolve
ç so	terms	never	go	away

Each	term	gets	a	unique	persistent	id.		Example:
identifier:		 http://n2t.net/ark:/99152/h1193
term:											oba
definition:		other	(origin:	from	Tagalog)
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Reputation-based	voting	resists	“gaming”

• Meritocracy:	strong	terms	rise,	weak	terms	decline
• Lessons	from	StackOverflow,	Internet standards,	and	
Wikipedia	processes
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YAMZ	usage	patterns
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Search	for
terms

(words	and
definitions)

find	a	term	you	love great	– use	it

find	a	term	you	kind	of	love try	it	out,	comment,	
engage	with	author

no	workable	term	found instantly	enter	own	term	
and	watch	for	comments

find	a	word you	love “I	want	that	word!”,	so	
enter	a	competing	termbut	a	definition you	hate
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Problem:		working	group	ontology

• Locally	handcrafted,	artisanal	terms
• Hard	to	find	prior	art,	kindred	spirits
• Hard	to	expose	new	art	for	use	by	others
• What	about	an	existing	legacy	vocabulary?
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Example	term	in	group
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Term	tag	in	YAMZ
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In	conclusion

• Current	applications
• Global	Cryosphere	Watch	(GCW)
• Citizen	Science	(Sloan)
• DesignSafe (UTA)
• Persistence	statements	(CDL,	UCLA,	TACC)

• Why:		better,	cheaper,	faster	metadata	vocabularies
• Try	out	YAMZ	at	yamz.net
• Code	at	github.com/nassar/yamz
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