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Today’s speakers



Today’s agenda

● What are altmetrics?

● Introduction to patent data 

● Where can I see patent data?

● Use cases

● Questions?



What are altmetrics?



ALTMETRICS
Immediate and 

longitudinal

TRADITIONAL 
METRICS

Often slow to accrue
(2-5 years)

citations



Output 

Attention source

Altmetric mention

Outputs, Sources, & Mentions



Introduction to patent data



What are patents?



Where does Altmetric patent data come from?



9 
jurisdictions

3.9K+ 
Mentions of 
clinical trials 

255 
Mentions of 

grey literature

779K+ 
Patents that 

reference 
publications

760K+ 
mentions 

of academic papers 

Patent coverage

15K+ 
mentions 
of books



Our scraper looks 
for URLs, DOIs, 
and PMIDs within 
the references 
section of a 
patent

IFI Claims sends 
Altmetric patent 

information

Collate 
attention.

Display patent citation in 
Altmetric Details Pages.

How data capture works



• DOIs
• Whitelisted URLs (including links to PubMed)

Identifiers supported



Where can I see Altmetric 
Patent data?



Altmetric Details Pages



https://www.altmetric.com/details/35175412


https://www.altmetric.com/details/35175412/patents


Altmetric Explorer



Patents in the Altmetric Explorer



https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/outputs?order=patent


https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/outputs/attention


https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/outputs/mentions?mention_sources%5B%5D=type%3Apatent


Altmetric API 



Altmetric API



Use Cases



Five perspectives on one study:
Dr. Turner’s malaria vaccine



Institutions: Impact Case Studies (REF, RAE)

“...The impact of Dr. Turner’s 
malaria study is clear: countless 
lives were saved thanks to the 
patented vaccine she developed 
and licensed for production…”

How is our institution’s 
research making a 
difference?



Funders: Understanding ROI

“...For every 1 dollar spent funding 
Dr. Turner’s malaria study, 5 
dollars were invested in the US 
economy thanks to the patented 
vaccine she developed and 
licensed for production…”

What’s the impact of 
our foundation’s 
grant dollars?



Business: Understanding ROI

“...For every 1 dollar spent funding 
Dr. Turner’s malaria study, 5 
dollars might be earned thanks to 
the patented vaccine she 
developed and licensed for 
production…”

What’s the impact of a 
clinical trial?



Researchers: Professional advancement

Crafting compelling 
narratives when 
writing grants, going 
up for tenure, 
applying for jobs

“...This line of malaria research has 
formed the basis of four patents, 
one of which is for a low-cost 
vaccine that’s been administered 
to over 40,000 children 
worldwide…”



Publishers: Unique outreach, content repurposing

Create thematic 
collections

Promote industry uptake 
to authors

“...Together, these articles and 
books have formed the basis of 
some of the most important 
technologies we have to fight 
malaria…”



What’s next?



• Adding patents prior to 1994
• Improving reference extraction

What’s next?



Questions?



Thank you!

For more information:
help.altmetric.com
info@altmetric.com

https://help.altmetric.com/support/solutions

