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What we’ll cover today

1. Introduction
2. What’s new in the Altmetric Explorer?
3. Live demo of new features
4. Future plans
5. Q&A session



Our mission is to track and analyse the 
online activity around scholarly 

research outputs.
Institutions

Publishers

Funders

Gov’t 
agencies

Corporate & 
PharmaResearchers



Our approach to product development

We always aim to…
1. Put the user first

2. Make altmetrics easy to understand



The Altmetric Explorer is an easy-to-use web platform 
that lets enables you to monitor the online activity 

surrounding academic research.



What can the Explorer help you with?

Report on key achievements
Incorporate Altmetric data into internal 
coverage reports and impact case studies.

Find attention paid to articles, books, and more
Search for content in the full Altmetric database, 
which has over 11M research outputs with 
attention data.

Discover Altmetric attention insights
Uncover engagement, influence, and reach for your 
content, and visualize the data beautifully.



What’s new?



New Explorer features New attention source

Citations of research 
outputs in patents

Highlights Tab & redesigned 
user experience

Recently launched



1. A new Highlights Tab that shows an 
overview of attention for any search 
query

2. A new user experience with all the 
Explorer’s data tools at your 
fingertips

3. An option to set a default search 
query to load upon login

4. Significant performance 
improvements in the platform

What’s new?



1. To bring interesting attention data to the forefront (as soon 
as you log in).

2. To provide colourful, appealing summaries and visualizations 
that immediately show off the value of Altmetric data.

3. To provide direction for further exploration within the 
Altmetric Explorer.

Why did we make these changes?



1. To bring interesting attention data to the forefront (as soon 
as you log in). → Highlights Tab & default saved search

2. To provide colourful, appealing summaries and visualizations 
that immediately show off the value of Altmetric data. 
→ Highlights Tab

3. To provide direction for further exploration within the 
Altmetric Explorer. → Redesigned user interface

Why did we make these changes?



All subscribers of:
○ Explorer for Institutions
○ Explorer for Publishers

Who will get the new update?



New Highlights Tab:
Essential data insights 

Get at-a-glance data insights 
immediately after logging in.

You can now see:
● Summary statistics
● Attention breakdown
● Top outputs
● Most mentioned by
● Top journals & collections
● Latest news highlights
● Latest mentions
● Attention by region
● Distribution of Altmetric Attention Scores



New user experience:
Set a default search to load upon login

● Any existing Saved Search can now be set 
as the default search, which loads when 
you log in.

● This lets you see the essential data insights 
for the research outputs you care about, as 
soon as you enter the platform.

Default searches help you to see 
relevant data insights immediately 
after you log in.



New user experience:
Improved searching and easy access to all Explorer tools

Save time using a Quick Search to 
control all parts of the Explorer.

● One search to rule them all! 

● Searching now changes the results in all 
tabs within the Altmetric Explorer:
○ Highlights
○ Research Outputs
○ Timeline (formerly ‘Summary’)
○ Demographics
○ Mentions
○ Journals



New user experience:
Quick Search and easier access to Results Analysis tools



New integration across Altmetric products

Citations of research in patents
Demonstrate the real world 
application of research.

● The new patents attention source is now visible 
in the Altmetric Explorer!

● So far we’ve found over 9.1M citations of research 
in patents.

● Patents give you another compelling way to 
demonstrate the value of your research – 
especially if the research doesn’t tend to garner 
attention on social media or news.







New user experience:
Improvements to the Mentions Tab

● Easily filter the Mentions Tab by News 
Highlights only (mentions from 
high-profile, internationally-recognized 
news outlets)

● Now you can also restrict the timeframe 
and country of News Highlights and 
export the mentions to a CSV.

Get to know your audiences: who 
they are, where they are, and what 
they’re saying.



New user experience:
Improvements to the Mentions Tab



New user experience:
Improvements to the Mentions Tab



Live demo



Example institutional use cases
Get an idea of which journals in their 
discipline tend to receive the most 
attention, using the ‘Top journals & 
collections’ data block. 

Get a quick view on how much policy and 
patent engagement their institution has 
for reporting, using the ‘Attention 
breakdown’ block.

Regularly monitor and re-post the latest 
mentions of outputs by their institutional 
authors, using the ‘Latest news 
highlights’ and ‘Latest mentions’ blocks.

A subject librarian might want to 
help a department to...

A research admin might want to...

A comms officer might want to...



Example publisher use cases

Get an idea of which journals tend to 
receive the most attention, using the ‘Top 
journals & collections’ data block.

Quickly see whether their papers tend to 
get a lot of attention on average (or only a 
little), using the ‘Distribution of Altmetric 
Attention Score’ data block.

Regularly monitor and re-post the latest 
high-profile news mentions about their 
content, using the ‘Latest news 
highlights’ block.

A publisher might want to...

A journal editor might want to...

A marketing officer might want to...



Future plans



Effective tools to help 
understand if what 

you’re doing is working

Provide additional ways 
to demonstrate your 

successes

What role do we want altmetrics 
to play in future?



information

data

ACTIONABLE 
INSIGHTS

given context, 
becomes

given 
meaning, 
becomes

given insight, 
becomes

wisdom

knowledge

How are we 
going to do 

this?





Dimensions 
citations

Comparisons in 
Altmetric Explorer

Enabling comparisons between 
timeframes and groups of 

publications

Adding citations to 
Altmetric Explorer

Later this year...

vs.

Author alerting

Giving authors the 
essential data highlights 

for their work



We don’t have all the answers!

We rely on our users and the 
broader research community to tell 
us:
• What works

• What doesn’t

• What you need

• What you’d love to have

I’d love to hear from you!



Thanks for listening!

@portablebrain      @altmetric

jean@altmetric.com


