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Supplementary Figure S1. Age distribution in the safety analysis set

Supplementary Figure S2. Incidence rates of ADRs, serious ADRs, infection and serious infections at 24 weeks
Incidence rates of the events in the NEG and EG in the safety analysis set after 24 weeks of treatment were analyzed. a. Incidence rate of ADRs. b. Incidence rate of serious ADRs. c. Incidence rate of infections. d. Incidence rate of serious infections. 
Statistical significance was determined using the chi-square test. 
NEG, non-elderly group; EG, elderly group; ADR, adverse drug reaction

Supplementary Figure S3. Patient disposition
ABA, abatacept; DAS28-CRP, Disease Activity Score 28 based on C-reactive protein

Supplementary Tables
Supplementary Table S1. Distribution of reasons for discontinuation in the safety analysis set (n=3,882).
	
	Total
(n=3,882)
	NEG
(n=2,170)
	EG
(n=1,712)

	Number of discontinued cases
	719
	(18.5)
	367
	(16.9)
	352
	(20.6)

	Days from baseline to discontinuation
	79.5 ± 47.8
	79.9 ± 47.3
	79.0 ± 48.4

	Reason for discontinuationa*
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AE, surgery or death
	207
	(28.8)
	80
	(21.8)
	127
	(36.1)

	Insufficient effectiveness
	366
	(50.9)
	211
	(57.5)
	155
	(44.0)

	Remission
	7
	(1.0)
	6
	(1.6)
	1
	(0.3)

	Otherb†
	139
	(19.3)
	70
	(19.1)
	69
	(19.6)


Values are n (%) or mean ± standard deviation.
a*Patients with more than one reason were classified by giving priority in the following order: AE > insufficient effectiveness > remission > other.
b†Main reasons: Sixty-four patients discontinued because of transfer to another hospital (NEG, 32; EG, 32). Fifty-five patients discontinued because of patient request/financial reasons (NEG, 28; EG, 27).
AE, adverse event; NEG, non-elderly group; EG, elderly group


Supplementary Table S2. Patient demographic and clinical characteristics stratified by NEG and EG for the risk-benefit model analysis.
	Variable
	NEG
	EG

	
	Baseline R/B
analysis set
(n=1,362)
	Segment A
(n=451)
	Segment F
(n=94)
	p value
(Segment
A vs F)b
	Baseline R/B
analysis set (n=983)
	Segment A
(n=292)
	Segment F
(n=88)
	p value
(Segment
A vs F)b

	Age (years)
	52.3±10.3
	52.5±10.3
	55.5±8.1
	0.012
	72.1±4.8
	72.3±4.6
	72.0±4.8
	0.583

	Disease duration (years)
	7.8 (3.1–13.3)
	7.8 (2.3–14.3)
	11.0 (5.0–16.0)
	0.003
	9.3 (3.5–17.0)
	8.0 (3.0–15.0)
	10.9 (5.0–17.0)
	0.064

	Steinbrocker class 1/2/3/4
	12.6/68.9/17.3/1.2
	13.5/69.0/16.4/1.1
	5.3/66.0/26.6/2.1
	0.002
	7.2/60.4/30.5/1.8
	8.9/58.2/31.8/1.0
	5.7/60.2/30.7/3.4
	0.512

	Comorbidities
	61.5
	53.7
	94.7
	<0.001
	78.0
	66.1
	95.5
	<0.001

	Prior use of bDMARDs
	71.4
	36.4
	98.9
	<0.001
	65.8
	23.6
	95.5
	<0.001

	Concomitant MTX use (mg/week)a
	74.4 (7.5±2.7)
	79.8 (7.7±2.9)
	60.6 (7.1±3.2)
	<0.001
	59.2 (6.7±2.3)
	71.2 (6.7±2.2)
	35.2 (6.8±3.0)
	<0.001

	Concomitant oral glucocorticoid use 
(PSL equivalent dose, mg/day)a
	62.1 (5.3±3.2)
	55.7 (4.4±2.8)
	79.8 (7.4±3.1)
	<0.001
	65.9 (4.8±2.7)
	52.1 (4.2±2.1)
	80.7 (7.0±3.0)
	<0.001

	Baseline DAS28-CRP
	4.4±1.3
	5.1±1.1
	3.9±0.9
	<0.001
	4.6±1.2
	5.1±1.0
	3.9±0.9
	<0.001


Values are presented as %, median (interquartile range), mean ± standard deviation, or % (mean ± standard deviation).
n: number of patients excluding missing values/unknowns.
aAverage concomitant dose during the administration period.
bWilcoxon test; otherwise χ2 test was used.
R/B, risk–benefit; NEG, non-elderly group; EG, elderly group; bDMARDs, biologic disease-modifying anti-rheumatic drugs; MTX, methotrexate; PSL, prednisolone; DAS28-CRP, Disease Activity Score 28 based on C-reactive protein
