
Pretest: Anomalous Picture Task 
Overview 
The child is invited to look at pictures of animals in strange situations (e.g., a giraffe in a dining 
room; an elephant driving a car) with their interlocutor. The goal is to see how many 
spontaneous questions, comments, and laughs the child produces, and to see who or what the 
child looked at during the task. We expect that children will perform more of all these behaviors 
and look more at the pictures than at their interlocutor when doing the task with a human or a 
more human-like or more socially-construed agent. 

  
Coding 
Record video and audio. Either from the recording or during the task (if you feel like you can), 
count how many times the child comments, asks a question, or laughs. From the video, code 
what the child gazes at (the pictures, their interlocutor, the experimenter, or elsewhere). 
 
Equipment 

- Camera for recording audio and video. 
- Pictures: Alligator, Cat 

 
Instructions 
Start camera recording. Make sure front view of child's full face is visible. 
 
Introduction: ​"I have some silly pictures to show you! Let’s look at them together." 
 

1. Show picture. 
2. Look down at picture. Glance up at child. Do not comment. 
3. If 15 seconds pass with child silent, move to next picture. 

 
4. If child comments, use the first response: 

a. Alligator​: [express interest] "Wow, I never saw that before!" 
b. Cat​: [express confusion] "That’s so silly!" 

5. If child keeps commenting, use secondary responses as appropriate: 
a. "Hmm, that’s a good question!" 
b. "Yeah, I don’t know." 
c. "Yes." [nod] 

6. After 10 seconds of silence after a comment or 60 seconds of time total on this picture, 
move to next picture. 

   
Closing: ​"That was fun! I liked looking at the pictures with you!" 
 
Stop camera recording. 


