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Risk factors for cerebral palsy

Clinical history indicating risk for cerebral palsy
The full causal pathway is a complex interplay between several risk factors across 
multiple epochs. Note that as many as one third of children who are diagnosed with 
cerebral palsy lack traditional risk factors for cerebral palsy. 

Preconception and/or during pregnancy

and/or postnatal

 Previous stillbirths

 Miscarriage(s)

 Use of reproductive technology

 Low socio economic status

 Acute intrapartum hypoxic event

 Stroke

 Seizures

 Hypoglycaemia

 Jaundice

 Infection

 Intra-uterine growth restriction 

 Prematurity

 Maternal thyroid disease

 Pre-eclampsia

 Placental abnormalities

 Bleeds

 Infection

 Substance abuse

 Multiple births

 Birth defects

 Stroke

 Infections

  Accidental and non-accidental 
brain injury

and/or perinatal


