2. Child’s Lament

Euripides, Alcestis, lines 394—415. First produced in Athens in 438 BCE. Set to music by
Armand D’Angour and Barnaby Brown for performances at Bradfield College, UK, 22—27 June 2019

Two sounds exist in French and German but not in English:

€ = les, mes, c’est, c’était; zehn, lederhosen, wie geht’s? | U = ty, sur, plus; fiinf, liber, tschii
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soi - si pit-nawn ka-lou-mai sto-ma-sin ne-os - sos.
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Oik-ho-me-nas de sou, ma-ter, o-law-len oi - kos.
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2. Child’s Lament

Two sounds exist in French and German but not in English:

€ = les, mes, c’est, c’était; zehn, lederhosen, wie geht’s? | U = tu, sur, plus; funf, Gber, tschii

CHILD I-aw moi tiikhas.
Alas, | am so unlucky.

Maia dé kataw
Mummy has gone

bebaken ouket’ estin,
below — she is no more,

aw pater, hip’ haliaw,
O father, under the sun.

prolipousa d’emon
By leaving my

bion awrp-hanisen tla-mawn.
life she has made me a miserable orphan.

Ide gar ide blep-hara

Look, look here: her eyelids

kai paratonous kheras.
and her hands are limp.

Hlpakouson akouson,
Listen to me! Listen,

aw mater, antiazdaw.
O mother, | beg you.

Egaw, s’ egaw, mater,
I, it is | — mother,

mater, ho sos poti
mother! — your child

soisi pitnawn kaloumai
who is leaning over your

stomasin neossos.
face, your little boy.
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ADMETUS Tén ou kliousan oud’ horawsan; hawst’ egaw
She neither hears nor sees. So both |

kai sp-haw bareia sump-horai peplégmet-ha.
and you are stricken by this heavy catastrophe.

CHILD Neos egaw, pater,
I am just a boy, father,

leipomai p-hilas
abandoned by my dear

monostolos te matros;
mother, left alone;

aw skhetlia dé pat-hawn
oh, terrible things | am suffering,

egaw erg’ ha su stinkasi
sufferings which you share

moi stinetlas koura.
with me, sister.

Melea mele’ epat-hon
Unhappy, unhappy is my lot,

haws epat-hon aw pater;
my lot, father;

anonat’ anonat’
in vain, in vain

enimp-heusas oude geraws
you married and never into old age

ebas telos siin tade:
grew with her:

ept-hito gar paros.
she died too soon.

Oikhomenas de sou,
Your leaving us,

mater, olawlen oikos.
mother, has destroyed our family.
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2. Child’s Lament

Euripides, Alcestis, lines 394—415, ed. David Kovacs (1994)
http://data.perseus.org/texts/urn:cts:greekLit:tlg0006.tlg002

Font: Biblical Uncial, based on Codex Bezae Cantabrigiensis (5th century CE)
http://guindo.pntic.mec.es/~jmag0042/palegreek.html

Rough breathing marks: v (first half of the letter H).
Smooth breathing marks removed, line breaks revised,
and BAédapov revised to PAédapa (line 397).

TTAIS

Jad MOI TYXAS.

MAIA AH KATW

BEBAKEN, OYKET ECTIN,

@D TIATEP, Y’ ANiw,

TIPOAITTIOYCA A’ EMON

BION WPPANICEN
TAAMOON.

IAE FAP IAE BAEDAPA
KAl TIAPATONOYS XEPAS.
YTTAKOYCON AKOYCON,
D MATEP, ANTIAZW.

Erw C €rw, MATEP,
MATEpP, O COS TIOTI

coiCI TIITNWN KAANOY-
MAl CTOMACIN NEOCCOS.

Alcestis_394-415_words v1.2 | audio & score: figshare.com/articles/Euripides_Alcestis_for_Bradfield/7770731



AAMHTOS
THN OY KAYOYCAN OYA’ OpdCAN:
WCT Erw
KAl cPpw BAPEIA CYMPOPA TIEMAHIMEOA.

TTAIS

NEOS Erw, TIATEP,
AEITTOMAI PIAAS
MONOCTOAOS TE MATPOS:

@ CXETAIA AH TTIAOWN
Erw €pr’ A cy cyr-
KACI MOl CYNETAAS

KOYPA.
[Mé)\GA Mé)\G’ éTIAG ON 12 missing syllables supplemented
(I)S éTTAG ON] (b TTATGP) by Armand D’Angour

ANONAT ANONAT’
ENYMPEYCAS OYAE MMpwS

€BAS TEAOS CYN TAA’:
€POITO AP TTIAPOS:
OIXOMENAS A€ COY,
MATEP, ONWAEN OIKOS.
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