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Overview 

•  Scholarship is changing 
•  Research evaluation 
•  Traditional methods 
•  Emerging methods 
•  Where we’re headed 
•  What this means for you 



Scholarship is 
changing… 

for the better 



More openness 
More transparency 
More engagement 



More Openness 



More transparency 



More engagement 



More engagement 



More engagement 



Research 
evaluation is 
changing… 

for the better 



Traditional methods of evaluation 

•  Publisher prestige 
•  Scholarly perceptions (reviews) 
•  Citations to books, journal articles 



44K 
online mentions of 
scholarly articles 
every day. 

1 mention every  
2 seconds! 

50K unique articles are 
shared each week. 

>3.5M articles with tracked 
attention data. 

But now we have much more to go on… 

Source: Altmetric internal data, March 2015 



Emerging methods of evaluation 
•  Readership 
•  Scholarly attention 

–  Citations in Google Scholar, Google Books 
–  Bookmarks in Mendeley & Zotero 

•  Scholarly perception  
–  Research blogs, Twitter 

•  Public attention 
–  Media coverage, LibraryThing libraries 

•  Public perception  
–  GoodReads ratings, Twitter, Reddit 



Readership 



Scholarly attention 



Scholarly attention 

data	
  via	
  the	
  Altmetric	
  Explorer	
  app	
  



Scholarly perception 



Scholarly perception 

Via	
  Impactstory:	
  h7ps://impactstory.org/HollyBik/fans	
  	
  



Public Attention 



Public perception 



This “altmetrics” data helps tell new stories 

What effect have I had on my discipline? 

Are my peers discussing my articles online? 

If so, what are they saying? 

Which countries/communities are engaging 
most with my research? 

How are my software, posters, white papers, and 
other research products being used? 

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓



But in order to do that,  
the measures have to be… 

•  Accurate 
•  Auditable 
•  Meaningful 

“The	
  Power	
  of	
  Altmetrics	
  on	
  a	
  CV”,	
  Piwowar	
  &	
  Priem,	
  2013	
  



Where we’re 
headed 



In the next few years… 

•  Better tracking of ‘digital scholarship’ 
outputs 

•  Increased use of persistent IDs for 
humanities research 

•  More studies on the motivations behind 
online sharing & discussion 



What this means 
for you 



It’s time to start exploring 

•  Tenure  
•  Grants 
•  Teaching 

Download the free Altmetric bookmarklet: 
altmetric.com/bookmarklet.php  



Thank you 

Stacy Konkiel 
stacy@altmetric.com 

@skonkiel 


