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The	  Galter	  Health	  Sciences	  Library	  team,	  as	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Northwestern	  University	  Clinical	  
and	  Transla&onal	  Sciences	  Ins&tute	  (NUCATS),	  established	  a	  digital	  repository	  to	  enable	  open	  
representa&on	  of	  diverse	  scholarly	  outputs	  and	  outcomes	  by	  our	  scholars.	  Non-‐tradi&onal	  
outputs	  (defined	  for	  this	  purpose)	  are	  items	  produced	  during	  the	  scholarly	  process	  which	  are	  
oRen	  not	  discoverable	  or	  made	  available	  for	  reuse	  through	  the	  tradi&onal	  scholarly	  publishing	  
workflow,	  including	  measurement	  devices,	  pa&ent	  educa&on	  materials,	  curriculum	  materials,	  
conference	  materials,	  community	  engagement	  materials,	  and	  so	  on.	  Open	  access	  to	  and	  
availability	  of	  the	  products	  and	  outcomes	  of	  research	  are	  increasingly	  required	  by	  funders	  and	  
can	  serve	  as	  an	  important	  way	  to	  demonstrate	  return	  on	  investment	  to	  our	  partners	  and	  
communi&es.	  	  
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Galter	  Health	  Sciences	  Library	  is	  at	  the	  forefront	  of	  building	  and	  implemen&ng	  technical	  systems	  
that	  enable	  the	  Northwestern	  Medicine	  community	  to	  build,	  curate,	  acquire,	  and	  preserve	  a	  
diverse	  range	  of	  scholarly	  outputs.	  DigitalHub	  preserves	  intellectual	  works,	  enhances	  the	  
visibility	  of	  Northwestern	  Medicine	  scholarship,	  and	  promotes	  its	  authors	  by	  enabling	  discovery	  
and	  accessibility	  of	  these	  works	  by	  the	  interna&onal	  scien&fic	  community.	  
	  
DigitalHub	  was	  envisioned	  specifically	  to	  support	  and	  promote	  the	  diverse	  range	  of	  scholarly	  
products	  created	  during	  the	  research	  process.	  Submissions	  of	  tradi&onal	  works,	  such	  as	  
research	  papers,	  and	  non-‐tradi&onal	  outputs,	  such	  as	  white	  papers,	  case	  reports,	  technical	  
reports,	  survey	  instruments,	  educa&onal	  materials,	  protocols	  and	  other	  research	  documents	  are	  
encouraged.	  Every	  object	  deposited	  in	  DigitalHub	  is	  assigned	  a	  Digital	  Object	  Iden&fier	  (DOI)	  
which	  enables	  the	  deposited	  object	  to	  be	  unambiguously	  iden&fied,	  providing	  beXer	  associa&on	  
of	  metadata	  with	  the	  object	  and	  a	  way	  of	  ci&ng	  (and	  geYng	  credit!)	  for	  non-‐tradi&onal	  outputs.	  
With	  DigitalHub,	  Northwestern	  Medicine	  gains	  the	  ability	  to	  promote	  a	  spectrum	  of	  aXrac&ve,	  
func&onal,	  and	  citable	  scholarly	  outputs,	  digital	  collec&ons	  and	  exhibits.	  
	  

All	  images	  in	  the	  repository	  are	  viewable	  through	  our	  IIIF	  server.	  Furthermore,	  we	  
serve	  IIIF	  presenta&on	  metadata	  for	  all	  of	  our	  collec&ons	  and	  files.	  For	  the	  front-‐end	  
pager	  we	  use	  the	  ac&vely	  maintained	  OpenSeadragon,	  included	  with	  Sufia.	  In	  addi&on	  
to	  paging,	  it	  supports	  features	  such	  as	  zooming,	  panning	  and	  browsing.	  Other	  pagers	  
can	  be	  easily	  integrated	  as	  long	  as	  they	  support	  IIIF.	  
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DOIs	  and	  ARKs	  are	  assigned	  to	  all	  of	  the	  scholarly	  works	  deposited	  into	  DigitalHub.	  This	  
ensures	  reliable	  long	  term	  access	  to	  informa&on	  objects,	  data	  management,	  data	  sharing,	  
and	  cita&on	  tracking.	  A	  "persistent	  iden&fier"	  will	  not	  change	  if	  the	  item	  is	  moved	  or	  
renamed,	  and	  provides	  for	  consistent	  referencing	  of	  scholarly	  works	  for	  future	  access	  by	  
humans	  and	  soRware.	  
Persistent	  iden&fiers	  like	  DOIs	  and	  ARKs	  can	  help:	  
	  
•  	  	  	  	  Meet	  funders’	  sharing	  requirements	  
•  	  	  	  	  Promote	  scien&fic	  re-‐use	  of	  your	  work	  
•  	  	  	  	  Track	  re-‐use	  and	  discussion	  of	  your	  work	  
•  	  	  	  	  Ensure	  transparency	  and	  accountability	  

Our	  code	  is	  open	  to	  the	  public	  on	  Github:	  	  
hXps://github.com/galterlibrary/digital-‐repository	  	  
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