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Happy Birthday!
Wikidata went live on October 29,2012

Kat Thornton, PhD (YUL) Wikidata October 26, 2016 2 / 29



Wikimedia Foundation Projects
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I will demonstrate how
Wikidata can help us to answer
questions about materials in
our own collections.
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This knowledge base of structured data is:

Machine-readable linked open data

Editable by anyone with Internet access

Designed to support both human and algorithmic
curation

Fully-versioned wiki
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Wikidata Stats
as of October 25, 2016

over 16,000 active editors [1]

over 24 million items [1]

more than 200 bots [1]
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Figure: Anatomy of a Wikidata statement [2]
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Figure: Overview of Statements and their References [3]
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How Can We Use Wikidata?

Additional pathways into our collections

Crosswalk between authorities

Public SPARQL endpoint for queries
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Wikidata and libraries?

Kat Thornton, PhD (YUL) Wikidata October 26, 2016 11 / 29



Project Steps

Entering structured data related to each of the
poets

Applying Property 166 “Award Received” to add
The Bollingen Prize

Writing SPARQL queries to ask questions about the
data
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Questions We Can Ask
Who are the winners of the Bollingen?

Figure: code for the SPARQL query,
http://tinyurl.com/zvqtlux
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Questions We Can Ask
What years were the winners born?

Figure: code for the SPARQL query:
http://tinyurl.com/jyk5rxj
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Questions We Can Ask
Where were the winners born?

Figure: code for the SPARQL query:
http://tinyurl.com/z35aqbz
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Questions We Can Ask
What other literary awards have they won?

Figure: code for the SPARQL query
http://tinyurl.com/zdgtane
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Questions We Can Ask
Did any of the winners teach at Yale?

Figure: code for the SPARQL query
http://tinyurl.com/j6cnj57
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Questions We Can Ask
Whose papers does the Beinecke hold?

Figure: code for the SPARQL query
http://tinyurl.com/gple5aw
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Questions We Can Ask
Where else are winners’ archives held?

Figure: code for the SPARQL query
http://tinyurl.com/jafpzy3
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Tools built beyond the Wikidata project
Histropedia’s Interactive Timelines

Figure: http:
//www.histropedia.com/showcase/wikidata-viewer.html
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Tools built beyond the Wikidata project
AngryLoki’s Graph Builder

Figure:
https://angryloki.github.io/wikidata-graph-builder/
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Figure: People who influenced Robert Frost
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Let’s build another graph!

Robert Penn Warren

https://angryloki.github.io/

wikidata-graph-builder/
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Wikidata and Libraries, Archives
Museums

Library, archive and museum communities excel at
creating metadata to describe the bibliographic
universe

The more metadata about the bibliographic universe
that is contributed to Wikidata, the more we will be
able to leverage this free infrastructure to answer
complex questions about our collections.
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Do you have other ideas about how to use Wikidata
in library/archive/museum contexts?

Would you like to become an editor of Wikidata?

Do you have data you’d like to see in Wikidata?
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Thank you!

katherine.thornton@yale.edu
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Exploring Wikidata

Learn how to edit
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:

Introduction

Wikidata: The Game
http://tools.wmflabs.org/wikidata-game/

Example SPARQL queries
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:

SPARQL_query_service/queries/examples
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